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REPORT ON HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS

The Full Particulars of

a Very Able State Docu-

ment.

SENATOR MORGAN'S VINDICATION

OF STEVENS.

Why the Senate Committee Did Not Openiy Declare in Favor of
Annexation—They Want it Just the Same—A State Paper
Which Has Not Yet Been Published by Any
Newspaper Here or Elsewhere,

Senator Morgan's full report on
the Hawaiian question appears be-

low. It ix now made public for
the first time, either here or
abroad :

Mr, MorGAN submitted the following
report from the Committee on For-
eign Relations :

The following resolution of the Sen-
ate defines the limits of the authority
of the committes in the investigation
and report it is required to make:

** Resoleed, That the Committee on
Foreign Relations shall inquire and
report whether any, and, if so, what
irregularities huve occurred in the dip-
lomsatie or other intercourse between
the United States and Hawail in rela-
tion to the recent political revolution
in Hawaii, and to this end said com-
mittee is authorized to send for persons
and papers and to administer oaths
to wilnesses,"

The witnesses were examined under
oath when it was possible to secure
their appearance before the commit-
tee, though in some instances aflida-
vits were taken in Hawaii and other

laces, and papers of a scientific and
ristorie character will be appended to
this report and presented to the Sen-
ate for its consideration.

The committee did not call the See-
retary of State, or any person con-
nected with the Hawalian Legation,
to ﬁi'e testimony. It was not thought
to pmuper to question the diplomatic
authorities of either government on
matters that are, or have been, the
subject of negotistion between them,
and no power exists to authoriza the
examination of the minister of a for-
eign government in any proceeding
without his consent.

The resolutions include an inquiry
only iuto the intercourse beiween the
two governments, and regard the con-
duct of the oflicers of the United States
a8 & matter for domestic considerntion
in which Hawaii is not conecerned, un-
less it be that their conduet had some
unjust and improper Influence upon
the action of the people or Govern-
ment of that country in relation to
the revolution.

The future policy of the two govern-
ments as to annexation, or in respect
of any other matter, is excluded by
the resolutions from the consideration
of the committee, and such matters
are allnded to only as being ineidental
to the investigation which was or-
dered by the Senate.

The inquiry as to irregularities that
may bave oceurred in our diplomatie
or other intercourse with Hawali
must relate, first, to the conduct of
the Government as shown in its offi-
cial aets and correspondence ; and,
second, the conduct of its civil aud
military officers while they were en-
gaged in the discharge of their public
duties and funetions.

As a Government dealing with Ha-
wuii and with any form of govern-
ment in that country, whether de
facta or de jure, the United States
can have no separation or break in its
line of policy corresponding to any
chauge in the incumbency of the offlce
of President. It is In all respects as
much the scame Government in every
right and responsibility as if it huad

been under the same President during |

the entire period coveréd by the re-
eent revolution in Hawait and the
succeeding events,

This view of the situstion will en
able us to examine more dispassion-
ately the conduct of our Government,
and to ascertain whether it Lins been
such that it can be safely drawn into
precedent in any future questions that
may arise in our intercourse with this
or olther Americsan governments.

The right of the President of the
United States to change his opinions
and eonduct respeeting a eourse of
diplomsatie correspondence with a for-
eign government is no more to be
questioned than his right to institute
such correspondence; and it cannot
be assumed that the opinions of one

| President, differing from those of his

predecessor, has any other effect upon
the attitude of the Government than
would follow a change of opinion in
the mind of the same person il there
bad been nochange in the incumbency
This is o view of the
situnation in which all foreign nations
may have an interest, under the us-
ages of independent powers and the
international laws. But the question
now under consideration is regarded
as being peculiar to what we may
terio the American system. [t may
be true that Hawaii can pot be con-
sidered ns & separate and independent
t of all its relations

ol successive Presidents of the United
States which affect it must be regard-

there are many reasons and a

[ do not entirely change, the actual re-
! Iations between Hawail and the Unit-
ed States and make them exceptional.
When we claim the right to inter-
iere in the domestie affalrs of Hawaii,
as we would not interfere with those
of a Furopean nation, we must also
admit her right to whatever advan-
tages there may be in the closeness
and interdependence of our relations,
and ber right to question us as to any
confliets of policy between Mr. Harri-
son and Mr. Cleveland that may be
Justly said to work o disadvantage (o
the interests of Hawaii, if there are
any.

And another principle which does
not apply in our dealings with Euro-
pean powers comes intoapplication in
this case to influence the rights of
Hawail in her intercourse with the
United States,

Hawaii is an American state, and is
embraced in the Ameriean commer-
cial and military system. This fact
has been frequently and firmly stated
by our Government, and is the ground
on whieh is rested that peculiar and
far-reaching declaration so often and
so earnestly made, that the United
States will not admit the right of any
foreign government to acquire sany
irterest or control In the i‘lnwliiﬂn
Islands that is in any way prejudieinl
or even threatening toward the inter-
ests of the United States or her
ple. This is at least & muru!uuzvrl]uty
over Hawaii. In this attitude of the
two Governments, Hawail muost be
entitled to demand of the United
States an indulgent consideration, if
not an active sympnathy, when she is
endeavoring to accomplish what every
other American state has achieved—
the release of her people from the
odious anti-republican regime which
denies to the people the right to gov-
ern themselves, nnd subordinates them
to the ﬁl.l[l[lil!!("li divine right of a mon-
arch, whose title tosuch divinity orig-
| inated in the most slavish conditions
of pazun barbarity.

The point st which it is alleged
that there was a questionnble Inter-
ference by our Minister and our nay
with the affuirsof Hawaii was the land-
ing of troops from the ship Boston in
! Hounolulu on the 16th day of January,
188G, at & o'clock in the afternoon.
That ship, on which the Minister was
a passenger, had been off on a practise
oruise at Hilo, a distance of nearly 100
miles, since the 4th day of Januoary.
Ou her return to the harbor s condi-
tion of affuirs existed in Honolulu
which led naturally to the apprehen-
|niou that violence or eivil commotion
would ensue, in which the pesce and
security of American eitizens residing
in that city would be put in peril, as
bhad been done on three or more separ-
| ate ovcasions previously when changes
| occurred or were about to oceur in the
| government of Hawail, Whutever
| we may conclude were the real causes
of the situstion then present in Honos
Iulu, the fact is that there was n com-
| plete paralysis of execulive govern-
(ment in Hawal, The sction of the
Queen in an «ffort to ovérturn the
constitution of 1577, to which she had
sworn obedience wnd support, had
been necepted snd treated by s large
{and powerful 1 «ly of the people as a
violation of hor constitutional obliga-
tions, revolutionary in its charmcter
and purposes, and that it amounted to
an act of abdliation on her pirt, so far
d#s her powers and the rights of the
people under {he constitution of 1857
were concernod.  This state of opinion
land this condition of the execulive
hend of the Hawaiinn Government
neutralized it power to prolect Amer-
jcan eltizens snd other foreigners in
their treaty rights, and also their
rights under the laws of Hawaii.
There was not in Honolulu at that
time any efficient executive power
through which the righits of American
citizens residing there eould be pro-
tected in aecordance with the loeal
laws, It is evident that the Queen's
Government at that tlme had no
power to preveat the landing of troops
from any quarter, no power (o protect
| itsell aguinst invasion, no power to
comduet eivil government, so far as
|the executive was concerned, if the
leffort to exert such power was an-
| tagonized by any nrpnping hoidy of
| people in considerable numbers. In-
' deed, no effort seems to have been
made to exert the eivil suthorit
except through the presence of a small
jand inefficient body of policemen,
| The autherity of the QQueen was not
| respected by the people; it was op-
posed, and no furee n;rl{wnml to be
used for the purpose ol overcomin,
| .
the opposition. It ylelded to o silen
but ominous opposition. Without
| reference to the gquestion whether, in
strict law, the action of the Queen in
| her eflort to overturn the Constitution
of 1887, and to substitute one by a pro-
clamation which she had prepared,
was a revolution in government, or

| ed as the acts of oue President. But | an effort st revolution, or smounted

to an actuul atdieation, the result was

| long snd consistent course of dealing | that an inte um existed.
between the United States and Ha- I we give full effect to the conten-
waii that masterially affect, if they tion that this interregnum oceurred




